
Telecommunications

A Personal Computer
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Connection
A Phone Line & Modem

Cable Modem
T1 Connection

Communications 
Software

Netscape Communicator
Internet Explorer
AOL Software

A Provider (ISP)
(such as AOL, USM or 
Roadrunner)

A World of Possibilities
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Commercial
& Some 
Network
Services

.com

Roadrunner

Prodigy

Compuserve

America Online

www.aol.com

Educational
Institutions

.edu

Schools

Universities

Colleges

USM

www.usm.
maine.edu

Government
Institutions

.gov

Federal 
Government

State & Local
Governments

The White House

www.whitehouse.
gov

Private
Organizations

.org

Non-profit
Institutions

Libraries

Internet Public 
Library

www.ipl.org

Many Other
Internet 
Service

Providers

.net

Companies that 
provide access 
to the Internet 

and give 
individuals 
accounts.

USA NET

www.usa.net

These are examples of "Networks" or Nets.  
“Inter” means "between" or "among."  

Net means "network." 
Together, you have the INTERNET!

“A Network of Networks”

12 Million Users on America Online Alone!
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The Internet
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New 
Domains

.biz
.usa
.mac

.tv
many more



E-mail

john@thurlow.com

stebbins@usm.maine.edu

billclinton@whitehouse.com

University Mail Server

Roadrunner
Server

White House 
Server

 Routers 

 Routers 

 User 

Software or Web-Based
Clients

  john@thurlow.com

E-MAIL CLIENT SOFTWARE
Eudora Pegasus
AOL Mail Netscape Mail
Microsoft Outlook

WEB-BASED E-MAIL SERVICE
yahoo.com hotmail.com
usa.net mailbank.com

 User 
 User 

MESSAGE
WINDOW

• From
• To
• Cc
• Bcc
• Subject
• Attachments
• Contacts 
   (address book)
• Spellchecking

Multiple Addresses
Separate by comma

No spaces
lower case
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The Internet

World Wide Web

E-mail

ListServs

Newsgroups

FTP

Chat (IRC)
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